Letter from Fr Colin

Dear Friends

St Joseph’s Appeal 2011

As we reflect, this Advent, on all God’s gifts to us, I want to thank all of you who have responded magnificently, ‘in word and deed to the power of the Holy Spirit’.

I have received 133 responses to our appeal.  Many of you have recommitted yourselves to the ministries you are already giving to the community but it is heartening how many new people have also volunteered their ‘time and talent’. These ministries range from driving people to Mass and supporting the elderly to welcoming and reading as well as in many other forms of service to the community.

All your responses have been individually acknowledged. If you are not already involved in the ministries you offered, someone has been in touch with already or will be shortly.

This means, in particular, that we will be able to develop a ministry to the elderly, form a communications group and improve our social activities amongst other things.

Your pledges of ‘treasure’ also mean that our offertory income next year, together with the associated Gift Aid tax rebates, will by higher by about £47,000 which is an increase of 31 per cent over last year’s income.  This is a wonderful result especially when you consider that we have made this appeal in such a difficult economic climate for so many people.  I have also received one-off donations of £4,000.

This means that we will now be able to cover our everyday expenditure, expand our work with the youth and provide funding for some pastoral and liturgical ministries.
I want to thank, most warmly, each and every one of you who responded to the appeal. Your gifts of time and money will help us ‘to realize who is our neighbour’ or, in Isaiah’s beautiful words in the first reading today, ‘to bring good news to the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken…to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord’.    

I would also like to take this opportunity of thanking the Appeal Team and all those who have been involved in this appeal for their hard work which has clearly born much fruit and will continue to do so.

If you have not yet responded to the appeal, I pray that you do. It is not too late!

May God bless you; and thank you for your continuing support.
Fr Colin Wolczak

Pulpit Presentation 11 December 2011 by Member of Appeal Steering Group

‘I’m AB, a Member of St Joseph’s 2011 Appeal Steering Group

I’m here to let you know the results of our 2011 appeal.

There are 464 households who regularly attend mass here.  

Of these, 133 have completed a pledge form, just over 1 in 4. 
If any of you here has not yet completed a pledge form, it’s not too late. The pledge forms really do make planning and organising so much easier.    

The wonderful news is that your pledges of money, with Gift Aid, mean that your parish income will be up by £47,000, nearly a third, next year. Also we have received one-off donations of £4,000. 
I want to say a huge thank you, on behalf of St Joseph’s and the appeal team, for such a magnificent result.  Very well done!’
