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ST JOSEPH’S, GUILDFORD - CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS
St Joseph’s Church, Guildford, is offering choral scholarships to students in their final or penultimate year of secondary education and to those in higher education. The annual value of each scholarship is £500. The scholarship will commence at the beginning of September 2011 and be renewable annually.

Choral scholars will be required to sing at the 11 o’clock Sunday Mass at St Joseph’s (except on one Sunday each month which will usually be the first) from September to June, and on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday, and to attend one weekday rehearsal each week (from September to June) and the rehearsal immediately preceding each service. Special requests for permission to be absent from any service or rehearsal should be made to the organist and will only be granted in exceptional circumstances. A choral scholarship may be terminated by either the church of St Joseph or the choral scholar on three months’ written notice.

The Sunday morning choir at St Joseph’s consist of a number of adult volunteers, currently about a dozen, of mixed ability. There is also a festival choir that sings on special occasions. The atmosphere is friendly and encouraging; and the experience in singing in choirs like these will be extremely useful for those contemplating applying for a university choral scholarship.

It is not necessary for candidates to be Roman Catholic but they must respect the Christian ethos and liturgy.

Auditions will be held in April and candidates will be examined in ear tests and sight-reading and in a suitable solo song of their own choice, an additional  copy of which they should bring with them to the interview. Completed application forms with testimonial should be submitted as soon as possible to The Parish Administrator, St Joseph’s Guildford, 12 Eastgate Gardens, Guildford GU1 4AZ. Telephone 01483 562704. Fax 01483 452206. admin@stjo-guildford.co.uk
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